DAVENPORTS THE LAST CHAPTER 7

The next time you go inte a Davenports pub take a good look at the
Brewery name on the outside of the pub. Does it still say Davenports?
Well, keep your eyes on it for it is my belief that ths pubs will soon be
sporting a new logo and the neme of Davenports will be erased and replaced
with the name GREENALL ALES.

Who sre Greenall? For those of you who have missed the last two issues

of the Banter here is the story so far.
They are the regional Brewery that bought Davenports, Wem and Simkiss
Breweries together with their pubs. The Simkiss Brewery was closed within
a week, the Wem Brewery was also clogsed and brewing of Wem beers took
place at Davenports. As you know Davenports is nmow closed so both Wem and
Davenports beer are now brewed at Greensll Whitley 'Shipstone' Brewery in
Nottingham.

This rensming of pubs to create a single Corporate image threatens the
very existence of 'brand' names like Davenports and Wem. After all, if the
pub iz a Greenall Ales pub what else would you expect to find in it but
their own nemed Shipstone beers?

The time is fast spproaching when Davenports Bitter will be offered as
a "guest beer' and like any other 'foriegn' beer be taken out should
Creenall decide to and in the space of a couple of years Davenports will
be a name of the past. Davenports, people will say, Oh yes!, I used to
remember drinking Davenports in Greenall Ales pubs.
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GOODBYE TO WEM.

The demise of Wem beers seems slmost inevitable with the news that the
Boat at Catherine De Barmes no longer sells Wem Specisl. Greenall Whitley
closed Wem Brewery some two years ago followed by Davenports earlier this
year. One wonders how much longer Davenports beers will be svailable for
befare being dropped. There seems a distinct lack of Davenports Traditional
Mild around just lately..




"EDITORS ROUND"

THIS PUB WILL BE OPEN UNLESS IT'S CLOSED

On the 22nd of August last yesr, publicena with the gentle advice of the
Breweries were given the option of 11=00em to 11=-00pm opening hours. Those
pubs that had most to gain were those of course in the resort/tourist sreas.
out of the way and innercity pubs would in the main keep to their usual
hours, but what are they ?

Only & small percentage of pubs display opening hours outside. It's no use
having them hanging up in the bar as many pubs do! Some pubs mey not open
till 7-00pm if you got there just after six would you expect to have to wait
a hour? MA&B have started showing opening hours outside their pubs, if they
can do it what about the other Breweries?

Whilst talking about opening hours here's some information sbout pubs
that have taken advantage of the new hours since they were introduced.

Many pubs have tried different opening hours and have seen their trade
increase. Friday and Saturday,(surprise, surprise) were the days chosen by
most pubs to try all day opening. It wes also found out thet a small number
of pubs were prepared to stay open through the afternoon as long sas there
were customers there.

However eéxperience has shown that it is always advisable to confirm
verbally the opening times of pubs, a&s it is not unknown to find some
difference between sdvertised and actual opening times.

A11 the above information has been gathered together by CAMRA mmembers
throughout the country.

The editors must apologise to the publicans of both the Lyndon, Olton and
the Bulls Head, Earlswood Ffor inadvertantly describing them in the last
Banter as tenanted houses when in fact both sre part of the menaged estate of
Ansells.

L850 0X0 810 030 9% 0%9 94s 940 $% o*e pie gig oie gke ¢

Fine Art gallery now open offering range of originals & prints.
Commissions arranged. Framing service also available.
Camelis Design & Print, 373, Stockfield Road, South Yardiey, Birmingham B25 8JP
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* Solihull Camra would like to thank Camelis Design & Print for their help in producing this "Boro Banter™ ‘j:‘{
i Call Camelis on 021-707 9018 for a free quote on anything from a black on g
white business card to a full colour brochure.
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GOOD BEER GUIDE FIX 77

I received a letter through my letter box a week or two ago which reed as

follows.

I buy the Good Beer Guide anmd usualy find £t most wsedul but some of the
pubs mentioned carnded none of the beeas T had been fed to expect woulfd be
there, did sameone realy check up on this mb?

Well! First of all let me assue you thet every pub in the GBG has been
visited by local CAMRA members to engure the consistency of quality of the

beers sold in that pub.

There are some thinge that unfortunately we have no control over.

Landlord may leave for enother pub.

The
The Brewery may be taken over and

closed. Or the Brewery may be 'rationalising' its renge of Beers.
This can happen some months or even a week after the guide has been

published.
loss.

The GBG is the only independent guide to real ale in Britain.

If such a thing happens then we can only apoligise and morn the

Unlike

other so called 'guides' no indivudial or Brewery can buy a place within ite

pages.

"SOLTHULL ROLND-LP"

PUNCHBOWL , LAPWORTH.

The Punchbowl, Lapworth went
under the hammer in December for
some- £400,000, end is at pressnt
boarded up. Its Future unknown but
pussibilities that it may become a
motel or nightelub hes been heard
but not confirmed.

COCK HORSE, ROWINGTON.

A change of  mensgement has
occurred at the Cock Horse in
Rowington, & popular Whitbread

house.

It is merit alone that justifies an inclusion.

The Editor.

TheTBullsBead

LIME KILN LANE. EARLSWOOD Tel 0217282235

*Traditional cask conditioned sles
*Ansells Mild & Bitter

*Burton Ale

*Traditional Coates Cider

*A friendly country pub stmosphers
*Home cooked pub meals W
*Qutside garden area

*Reaal fires on cold evenings
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SPOTLIGHT ON KNOWLE & DORRIDGE

These two villages are served by six pubs all of which serve real ale and
two of them can offer accommodation.

If we take the A41 (Warwick Road) from Solihull and pass over the motorway
we will come to the village of Knowle, The Wilsons Arms[1] is our first port
of call, it is on the left at the junction with the Hampton Rpad. This M&B
pub refurbished a year or so ago with restaurant extension is a 'Toby Inn'
with the emphasis on the food but has still mansged to retain its cask
conditioned beers though served on electric pumps. Alss the mild is keg.

A stone throw separates us from the Greswolde Arms[2] this Hotel was
formerly known as the Mermaid. An Ansells Golden Oak Inn it offers good
value basic pub meals and serves it traditionsl Ansells Bitter and Burton ale
on handpulls. It is often used on Sundays to hold entigue fairs.

At the far end of the village and opposite the church is the Red Lion[3]
with its Ffamous wrought iron sign. Pub meals are prepared behind the lounge
bar. Ansells Bitter together with Tetley and Burton, all real alea are
available on handpulls. The bar thenkfully retains much of its old character.
S5till no sign' of real Mild!

We now take the A4023 (Station Rosd) to Dorridge. The Forest Hotel[4] is

set opposite the reilway station. It has a lounge and bar and offers M&B
Brew X1 together with a 'guest beer' from the Whitbread stables. Non-
résidents can book for Sunday meals.

Follow the A4023 out of Dorridge some helf mile and the Raeilway Inn[5]
will be on your left. This basiec two roomed pub has been in the same Family
for 30 years. The mild (a real mild at last!) the Brew X1 and Bass are all
served on handpumps a rare sight in M&B pubs nowadays. .

Doubling back upon ourselves take the First left (Four Ashes Roasd) then
turn right towards Solihull at the junction and the Drum & Monkey[&] a
Davenports pub will be on the right, Offering a reasonable selection of pub
meals but due to Greenhall Whitley's policy ecan only offer for the time being
the Davenports bitter as a real aele.

The 3rd spotlight in the Summer 'Carnival' issue will be covering the pubs
of Henley=in=Arden. =
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THE
NAVIGATION INN

Proprietor Andrew Kimber

[, 0ld warwick Road,
’ Lapworth.
‘ Tel: 528 3337
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fine wraditional ales.

Sélection of homecooked bar snacks available
Altractive Canalside Garden
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CHEAP BUT PROFITABLE.

This journal often preises Holts Brewery of Cheetham, Manchester For not
only the quality of the beer but also that it is the cheapest beer around.
Yet another accolade goes to the tompany who on the results of profit on
turnover up to 30.6.89 have topped the league amongst the indepedant brewers.

If you would like to invest in Holts shares they will cost about £73.50 if
you can find any for sale!

GREAT BRITISH BEER FESTIVAL 1990,

This years Great British Beer Festival returns to the Brighton Metropole
after 2 years in Leeds. Dates for your diary are August 7-11.

BEER STRENGTH UF.

According ta The Brewers Society 'Beer facta 1989' there has been an
incresse in the aversge strength of beer. This is probably due to the
breweries revival in interest in the premium ale msrket which typically have
an 0G of 1042-5, Most standard bitters are around 1037.




SAY NO MORE!

Seen lately in the trade megazine 'Publican':

Scottish and Newcastle have test marketed draught Urquell in Yorkshire
however their seems to be a greater demand for the bottled version, according
to Urquell product meanager Cathy Samith. It seems likely that S&N will go
national with the bottled version. Hes the dreught test launch been 8 Flop?
Cathy Smith says because of the products teste, in between that of sle and
lager, it would take longer to educetes copsumer's palates.

Yet again we must ask ourselves are we in a consumer led market or as many
believe an induystry led rip off.

WHITBREAD BOYCOTT.

CAMRA hes asked the drinking public to boycott Whitbread pubs. Having
recently purchased Boddingtons brewery they have closed its sister company
Higsons of Liverpool and not believing in doing things in halves they have:
also closed Fremlins. This company is no friend to the real ale drinker and
one can almost predict that Marstons will soon fall under the wing of this
vorecious giant. Please if you enjoy resl, distinctive beers think again
before visiting a Whitbread pub.

"UEST MIDLANDS NEWS"

MARSTON'S GEAR UP FOR GUEST BEER PUSH.

Marston's the only remaining brewery using the unique Union system of
brewing is set to expand the Burton Union system to facilitate extra capacity
with the fortheoming introduction of guest beers into temanted houses owned
by the big brawers.

However disturbing reperts have been mooted lately thet Pedigree has been
brewed both wusing the Burton Union system and the 'normel' system and
subsequently mixed. Lets hope this will stop once the new Union rooms come

into use as many feel that it is this unigque -system of brewing that glves
Pedigree its distinctive character.

PREMIER / PITFIELD.

following the merging of brewing operations between Premier snd Pitfield
towards the end of 1989 they have snnounced snother joint venture, It is
intended to open some 15 pubs and 5 OFf Licenses. Presumably these will be in
the Black Country, however with pub sales being on the cerds in Birmingham as
a result of the Monopoliss and Mergers Commission report speculalion as to @
Birmingham outlet being obtained must be high.
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ANOTHER FREE HOUSE FOR BIRMINGHAM?

The Oddfellows Arms, Sherlock Street, Birmingham is evailsble on lease for
any prospective publicans. Having two bars end accommodation it is being
offered on & 10 year lease at s rental of .£5,000 per annum. This appears to
be a continuing trend within Birminghem of pub leases or disposals that has
occurred in recent years.

NEW BLACK COUNTRY BREWERY.

Holt, Plant and Deskin the Black Country offshoot of Allied has opened its
gsecond brewery. Situated in Wolverhampton this Ffollows the original brewery
set up in Dldbury. Demand for their flagship beer Entire has meant that an
increase in capacity was essentisl. This demand has slso been fuelled by the
continued growth of the tied estate. The new brewery has a pub attached thus
enabling sampling on site. Sad to say though that the Mild and Bitter is
trunked down from Warrington where it is contracted out to Tetley Walker. The
new brewery will only brew Entire.

WILTSHIRE BRANCH OUT.

The Wiltshire Brewery who recently purchased Ma Pardoe's have opened an
outlet in Mill Lane, Walsall. A recent middsy visit (2.05pm.) revealed the
pub closed so no report can be made on beers availsble. It is likely that
both Pardoe's and Wiltshire's beers will be on tap. Due to our disasppointment
we forgot to record the pubs name! If the same fate befalls you we can
recommend the Pretty Bricks in John Street an Ansell's house somewhat similar
in style to Holt, Plant and Deakin puba and n:u'ily 100 yards from the Wiltshige
pub.

APPLICATION FOR CAMRA MEMBERSHIP

I'We wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale Limited, and agree to abide by the Memarandum and Articles of
Association of the Campaign.

NAME(S) [ g o . DATE
ADDRESS

n POSTCODE
SHGNATURE LAl i, TELEPHONE NUMBE RIS)
I'Wa snclose remitntance for individualjoint membership for one year: UK. £3 []

Overssan £12 []
1'We would like 1o receive further information about CAMRA [[]

Please seénd your reminance (payable 1o CAMAA Limied) with this application form to:
THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, CAMRA.LTD., 34 ALMA ROAD, ST. ALBANS, HERTS. AL1 3BW

OR WHY NOT TAKE ADVANTAGE OF DIRECT DEBIT?
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BERRIES

HAVING A PARTY, CHRISTENING,
WEDDING OR ANY PRIVATE FUNCTION.

WHY NOT ORDER YOUR FAVOURITE
TIFPLE IN PINTS, OUARTS OR GALLONS
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o BERMIES
CHOGER PN cRls ok WEraENT You've been to the Rest
MORE NOTICE — MORE CHOICE — Now tl'Y the Best!
W
The V7 peal aleoff Licepee
DATES: FOR: THE : DIARY : DATES: FOR MOONTACTS!
THE :DIARY : DATES:FOR : THE : DTARY
27 MARCH: Social meeting, Beausale BIRMINGHAM: Russell Coles Tel: 021 459
Club. Nr. Honiley, 8-30pm. 2980[h].
10 APRIL: Branch meeting The Durham COVENTRY & MID WARWICK: Paul Hamblett
0%, Shrewley at 8-30pm. Tel: 0203 221634[h].
B MAY: Branch meeting st the Case- REDDITCH & BROMSGROVE: Paul Benson
is-Altered, Five Ways at 8-30pm. Tel: 0386 BT04GT.
26/25/26 MAY: Dudley Beer Festival, SHAKESPEARE: Bob MacVie Tel: 0789
Horseley Gardens Dudley. 296336 h]s
31 MAY 1/2 JUNE: The Wolverhampton SOLIHULL: Malcolm Field Tel: 021 622
Beer Festival, Civic Hall. 36190w] & D21 745 B981[h].
9 JUNE: CAMRA stall at the Solihull TAMWORTH & SUTTON: John Kippax Tel:
Carnival. 021 354 2479[h].

The Boro Banter is the newsletter published by the Solihull Branch of the
Campaign for Real Ale., Editors : §. Dyson and M, Field. Advertising rates
are available from either. The views expressed in the Boro Banter sre those
of the individual contributor and not necessarily the views of either the
Solihull Branch of CAMRA or the Campaign for Real Ale Ltd.

Copyright CAMRA 1990,

(]
-



