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Upcoming Midlands Area Beer Festivals and Events

FOR NATIONAL BEER FESTIVALS PLEASE USE THE FOLLOWING LINK: 
www.camra.org.uk/beer-festivals-events/

5 - 6 June (Fri - Sat)t)
Stratford upon Avon Beer & Cider 
Festival
Stratford Racecourse
Luddington Road
CV37 9SE

12 - 14 June (Fri - Sat)t)
GWR 26th Ale & Steam Festival
Winchcombe & Toddington GWR 
Stations
Gloucestershire

18-20 June (Thu - Sat)t)
Leicester Beer Festival
Abbey Pumping Station
Corporation Road
Leicester

27 June (Sat)t)
Blossomfield Club
The Wardens
Widney Lane
Solihull B91 3JY

3 - 5 July (Fri - Sun)t)
Chasewater Rail & Ale
Brownhills West Station
Pool Road
Brownhills
WS8 7NL

10 - 12 July (Fri - Sun)t)
Beer on the Wye XIX
Hereford Rowing Club
Greyfriars Avenue
Hereford

13 - 15 August (Thu - Sat)t)
Worcester Beer, Cider & Perry Festival
The Grandstand
Worcester Racecourse
Worcester

4 - 5 September (Fri - Sat)t)
Harbury Beer & Cider Festival
Harbury Village Hall
South Parade
Harbury

11 - 12 September (Fri - Sat)t)
Lions Beer & Cider Festival
Shirley British Legion Club
186 Stratford Road
Shirley
B90 3BQ

22 - 24 October (Thu - Sat)t)
Swindon CAMRA Beer Festival
STEAM Museum
Fire Fly Avenue
Swindon
SN2 2EY
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Dates for your diary
 Branch Meetings

              (Branch meetings start at 8.00 pm except where noted otherwise)
 Wednesday 8th July    Bull's Head, Earlswood
 Monday 6th August    Crown, Claverdon
 Monday 7th September                             Drum & Monkey, Bentley Heath  

For more details and contacts for the above, please call Secretary Allan Duffy on 01564 
200431 or visit our website www.solihull.camra.org.uk

Committee Meetings
 (8.00 pm start. Members may attend but only participate if invited to do so) 
 Monday 15th June    Crown, Claverdon
 Monday 17th August    Black Boy

Socials
Friday 19th June  Day trip to east London

 Friday 17th July  Day Trip to Oxford
 23 - 24 October  Weekend Away - Swindon, including Beer Festival

For more details of socials please contact us at www.solihull.camra.org.uk 

Most, though not all, of our local pubs have disabled access. If you wish to attend a 
meeting and require assistance please contact us beforehand and we will do our best 
to help

Continued from front page

Martin with bar managers Elliott (L) and Jacob (R), and committee 
member Jon Knibb
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unforgettable experiences
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TWO CAMRA Good Beer Guide Free Houses!
Travel by train between the two.

For details, see SVR.CO.UK

THE RAILWAYMAN’S ARMS
on Platform 1 at 

BRIDGNORTH Station

Serving 9 Real Ales including: 
Hobsons Town Crier,  
Hobsons Best Bitter,  

Bewdley Brewery’s Station Porter & 
Worcestershire Way,  
Batham’s Best Bitter

plus one Traditional Cider

and 
THE KING & CASTLE

on the concourse at 
KIDDERMINSTER TOWN Station

8 real ales including: 
Batham’s Best Bitter,  

Bewdley Brewery Worcestershire Way, 
Hobsons Best Bitter

also
Hobsons Oldfield Cider
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At Highley, the Engine House 
Museum showcases locomotives up 
close, while Bewdley’s handsome 
station buildings offer a glimpse into 
the golden age of Great Western 
Railway architecture. Every stop feels 
like a small chapter in a much larger 
story.

Yet what truly sets the SVR apart is 
its atmosphere. This is a railway that 
doesn’t just preserve history — it 
invites you to step into it.

Your journey often begins at 
Kidderminster Town Station, where 
the King & Castle pub stands proudly 
beside the SVR platforms. More than 
just a station pub, it’s a carefully 
crafted homage to a Great Western 
Railway refreshment room, inspired 
by the historic design once found at 
Ross-on-Wye.

Inside, polished wood, railway 
memorabilia, and the gentle hum of 

There are heritage railways — and 
then there is the Severn Valley 
Railway. Stretching for 16½ miles 
between Kidderminster and 
Bridgnorth, this lovingly preserved 
line is one of Britain’s most immersive 
journeys into the age of steam. It’s a 
place where locomotives breathe, 
volunteers bustle in period 
uniforms, and the 
countryside rolls past as if 
time has politely stepped 
aside.

But the SVR offers more 
than steam engines and 
scenery. It also boasts two 
of the most characterful 
railway pubs in the country: 
the King & Castle at 
Kidderminster and the 
Railwayman’s Arms at 
Bridgnorth. Together, they bookend 
the line with warmth, ale, and a sense 
of camaraderie that feels as authentic 
as the locomotives themselves.

The Severn Valley Railway is a 
triumph of preservation, passion, and 
community spirit. Its stations — from 
the riverside charm of Arley to the 
vintage footbridge at Hampton Loade 
— look as though they’ve been lifted 
straight from a 1930s postcard. 
Steam and heritage diesel 
locomotives haul beautifully restored 
carriages through the valley, past 
woodlands, farmland, and the 
meandering River Severn.

Severn Valley Railway: History - and Pubs!

The splendid Standard 4MT 75069 stands at Bridgnorth
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conversation create a warm, 
nostalgic setting. The pub is 
renowned for its excellent cask ale 
selection, with up to eight hand-pulls 
showcasing local favourites from 
breweries such as Hobsons, 
Bewdley, and Bathams, alongside 
rotating guest ales. Real ciders are 
drawn from the cellar, and the bar’s 
reputation among ale enthusiasts is 
well earned.

Food is served daily, with hearty 

classics, cobs, and bar snacks that 
suit the station setting. On Sundays, 
the pub’s roast lunches draw both 
locals and travellers, while in winter 
the crackling fire adds a cosy glow to 
the room.

Conveniently positioned between the 
heritage line and the mainline station, 
the King & Castle is a natural meeting 
point — a place to gather before 
boarding a steam train or to unwind 
after a day exploring the valley.

pub crawls, with enthusiasts hopping 
between stations and sampling local 
ales along the way. The King & Castle 
and the Railwayman’s Arms form the 
natural bookends of such a journey, 
but Bewdley, Arley, and Hampton 
Loade also offer charming stops 
within walking distance of the line. 
Travelling between pubs by steam 
train adds a sense of adventure that 
no ordinary pub crawl can match. It’s 
a celebration of heritage, hospitality, 
and the simple pleasure of a day well 
spent.

The Severn Valley Railway is more 
than a preserved railway — it’s a 
living, breathing celebration of 
Britain’s rail heritage. Its locomotives, 

stations, volunteers, and events 
create an experience that feels both 
nostalgic and vibrant. And its two 
iconic pubs, the King & Castle and the 
Railwayman’s Arms, enrich that 
experience with warmth, character, 
and a taste of traditional hospitality.

Whether you’re a railway enthusiast, 
a lover of classic pubs, or simply 
someone seeking a memorable day 
out, the SVR offers a journey where 
history, community, and good ale 
come together in perfect harmony.

(Dr) Iain Wells

At the northern end of the line, 
perched right on the platform at 
Bridgnorth Station, sits the 
Railwayman’s Arms — a pub that 
feels as though it has always 
belonged there. With its period décor, 
traditional bar, and unbeatable view 
of steam locomotives arriving and 
departing just yards away, it’s one of 
the most atmospheric railway pubs in 
Britain.

The Railwayman’s Arms is celebrated 
for its character 
and authenticity. 
It offers a strong 
lineup of local 
ales, ciders, and 
spirits, and its 
prices and 
friendly service 
have earned it a 
loyal following. 
For many 
visitors, this is the 
pub that captures 
the true spirit of 
the SVR: relaxed, 

unpretentious, and 
steeped in railway heritage.

Whether you’re sipping a pint as a 
locomotive hisses into the station or 
enjoying the evening sun on the 
platform, the pub delivers a uniquely 
immersive experience. It’s no 
surprise that many travellers consider 
it the highlight of their day out.

The SVR’s combination of steam 
travel and traditional pubs has 
inspired a number of railway-themed 

Shirley Lions half page advert

Solihull CAMRA members enjoying a pint in the King & Castle
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Solihull, Acocks Green & Shirley Lions Present 

The Lions 
Beer & Cider Festival 

Featuring 18 Real Ales & 10 Ciders 
Ray’s Open Mic Night playing both days 

Friday 11th September   
& Saturday 12th September  

Open midday to late each day 
Shirley British Legion 

186, Stratford Rd, Shirley,  
Solihull B90 3BQ 



I never need an excuse to visit 
Nottingham for a pub crawl; really, at 
least 2 days are needed to do it 
justice. Our latest visit concentrated 
on the city centre.

Arriving at the station on a chilly 
Friday morning we headed over to the 
Castle Rock Brewery Tap, The Vat 
and Fiddle which conveniently opens 
at 11.30. We were met there by a 
bank of 13 handpumps with many 
from Castle Rock and a good 
selection of guests. Just a short walk 
along and across the canal brings us 
to the Navigation in Wilford Street. 

Timothy Taylor has a strong showing 
here but up to 3 guests are usually 
available.

On to a gem of a pub next, the Olde 
Trip to Jerusalem. Set into the 
sandstone wall below the castle this 
is an iconic pub with beers from 
Greene King and 3 guests on tap. 
Food is also on the menu here.The 
pub is reputed to date from the 12th

century. Our next pub, the Crow just 
up the hill from the Trip, is listed as 
having up to 6 beers. Unfortunately 
on our visit there were only 2 and 
uninteresting ones at that. Moving 

Fieldhouse 
half page advert
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swiftly on we visited 
the Bell, another 
'heritage' pub dating 
from the 15th

century; again 
owned by Greene 
King with up to 8 
beers with a good 
smattering of guests 
and an extensive 
food menu.

Our next stop was a 
micropub, The 
Barrel Drop - not 
easy to find as it is hidden up an alley, 
Hurts Yard, between Angel Row and 
Upper Parliament Street. Up to 5 
beers are to be found in this small 
tucked away pub. Board games of 
various types seem a popular pastime 
here. Not far is The Dragon - a current 
GBG entry, it feels a little tired inside 

Sitting in the beer garden of Ye Olde Trip to Jerusalem

but has up to 5 beers with Oakham 
Citra being a constant.

It was time for a bit of a walk now to 
the Angel Microbrewery in Stoney 
Street. The building dates back to the 
16th century with the Angel Brewery 
opening in 2016. Recently 

11

A Good Day Out - Nottingham City Centre

Solihull CAMRA members outside the Barrel Drop micropub
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www.emberinns.co.uk/the-fieldhouse-solihull 
6 Real Ales on at all times  
CAMRA members (membership card 
required) 20p off pint of cask ale every  
day (except Mon/Thurs)             
CAMRA  members 10% off food bill 

Open Mon – Thurs 11.00 – 23.00; 
Fri 10.00 – 23.30; Sat 10.00 – 24.00; 
Sun 10.00 – 23.00 
Hot & cold meals, 12.00 noon to 9.00pm  
Brunch 10am –11.30am Sat & Sun 

 
Father’s Day – 21st June 
Enjoy 20% off food for a group 
of five or more, with a CAMRA 
membership. 
 
There will also be live music – 
keep up to date on our website 
and Facebook page. 
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refurbished, four beers are usually 
available from their own brewery and 
from Black Iris with guests on tap as 
well. Food is available here too. Next 
on our list was the Kean’s Head, 
another Castle Rock pub. On my 
recce for this tour I had a good chat 
with the landlord. He was very 
enthusiastic, stressing he has guests 
which are not in the other Castle Rock 
pubs. So with up to 6 beers and food 
this is a pub to be sought out on St 
Mary’s Gate.

And so to our last pub, the Brew 
Tavern micropub at the station at 
Nottingham. Many will know it as the 
Cabmen’s Shelter from former days 
when that was its function. With up to 

five beers and ciders, it was a fitting 
end to our day.

A little advice on Nottingham: Many 
pubs open later in the afternoon 
Mondays to Thursdays, and some are 
closed Mondays and Tuesdays. Do 
check times before you decide on a 
date. Without doubt Fridays are the 
best day. Saturdays can be a little 
hectic in the pubs. All the best!

Steve Dyson

Useful Contact Numbers

Chair                                   
Martin Buck.                          07834 469745

Secretary                                                 
Allan Duffy                            01564 200431 

Membership                                            
Dave Mckowen                      01564 778955 

Social media                            
Martin Robins           07771 842046                     

Website
Keith Whitehouse 
webmaster@solihull.camra.org.uk

Pubs Campaigning / Cider & Perry                                 
Paul Wigley                             07402 312457 

Treasurer                                             
Brenda Duffy                          01564 200431 

Social co-ordinator
Steve Dyson
steve_dyson@solihull.camra.org.uk

Young Members    
Iain Wells      07810 827043 

Trading Standards contacts:
 For local consumer advice in our area please contact the following

 Solihull – www.solihull.gov.uk/tradingstandards

 Warwickshire – www.warwickshire.gov.uk/contactustradingstandards

 Citizens Advice Consumer Service – phone 03454 040506  
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Peterborough Beer Festival 
advert

Full page

Originally a timber-framed building, 
the Gardeners Arms opened on 
Solihull High Street in the 1860s, next 
to where McDonald’s is today. It was 
owned by the Lines family until after 
World War I and was noted for its 
home brewed ales. In a 1907 
advertisement the Gardeners Arms is 
proclaimed as the ‘Only Home 
Brewed House in the district’.

The Gardeners Arms was the location 
for an infamous murder on 5th

December 1880 when John Duff shot 
fellow Irishman, John Gateley, in the 
stomach. The two men had been 
drinking at the pub and conversing in 
Irish Gaelic when Duff called Gateley 
into the yard; he pulled a pistol and 
shot Gateley in the stomach. Duff had 
accused Gateley of being a traitor to 
the Fenian (Republican) cause. It was 
reported that Duff was wearing a long 
coat and billycock (bowler) hat on the 
day of the murder. Duff initially 
returned to Birmingham, where he 
worked, then evaded being 

apprehended by becoming a ship’s 
stoker, travelling to the USA and Far 
East. Duff was eventually 
apprehended in London almost five 
years after the murder. His trial took 
place at Warwick Assizes in 
November 1885 where Duff was 
found guilty of manslaughter and 
sentenced to 20 years penal 

servitude. The landlord at the 
time of the murder was James 
Bridges

According to the 1891 census 
James Bridges was still the 
publican, with George Lines, 
from Worcester, lodging in the 
pub. However, by 1896, 
according to Kellys trade 
directory, William Lines had 
become the proprietor, and in 
the 1901 census he was a 

brewer. This c.1902 postcard image 
of the Gardeners Arms, shown by 
kind permission of the Core Library, 
Solihull, has been cleaned and 
colourised using an AI program. The 
inscription above the windows reads 
"Lines's Famous Home Brewed Ales, 
Foreign and British Wines". During 
the 1960s Nick and Pat Yarnold were 
the licensees, however, 
redevelopment pressures mounted 
and in 1971, after more than a 
century of service, the pub was 
demolished.

(Dr) Iain Wells

Gardeners Arms - A Notorious Murder!
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THE EMBANKMENT TUESDAY, August 25 - SATURDAY, August 29, 2026

HUNDREDS OF REAL ALES
GIN, RUM, WINE, CIDER AND WORLD BEER BARS

FEATURING

TUESDAY
TRADE SESSION 3PM
5.30PM TO 11PM £7

WEDNESDAY TO SATURDAY
NOON TO 3PM £3
3PM TO 11PM £7

SCAN 
TO BUY 
TICKETS & 
BEAT THE 
QUEUES

PLUS LIVE MUSIC, FOOD AND TRADITIONAL GAMES

Peterborough & District

US CASK & 
UK LAGER 

BARS!

NEW FOR 2026!

Peterborough & District

VISIT PBOROBEERFEST.CAMRA.ORG.UK FOR MORE INFORMATION

PETERBOROUGH 

BEER 
FESTIVAL

PETERBOROUGH 

BEER 
FESTIVAL

THE 47THTHE 47TH

PH
OT

O 
BY

 JO
HN

 M
OO

RE

FREE ENTRY FOR ALL CAMRA MEMBERS!
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The CAMRA Voucher scheme is a 
member benefit that entitles members to 
£30 (60 x 50p) vouchers off a pint of Real 
Ale, Cider or Perry. The vouchers in this 
CAMRA owned and operated  scheme 
remain valid for the length of 
membership for added flexibility. 

They are redeemable at over 1,550 pubs 
nationwide, including Wetherspoon, 
Proper Pubs, and City Taverns. To get 
an up-to-date listing for pubs 
participating near you, enter your 
postcode at https://bit.ly/4qt2lCE

CAMRA promotes responsible drinking 
and thus encourages all vouchers to be 
used responsibly at all times.

CAMRA Real Ale, Cider and Perry Vouchers

Advertise Your Business Here With Us

We distribute around 2500 free copies to some 80 pubs (and some clubs, restaurants 
and off licences) around Solihull, and local parts of Warwickshire and Birmingham. This 
magazine also goes onto our website and onto our social media pages. This gives you 
the opportunity to put your business in front of people who are in the habit of visiting pubs 
and restaurants, etc.

You definitely don’t have to be a pub or restaurant to advertise. Any business seeking 
local reach (tradespeople, take aways, taxi companies etc) could benefit. For further 
details or information about advertising, or to discuss any proposed advert, please 
contact editor@solihull.camra.org.uk

It might be possible for us to offer adverts for certain sectors on an exclusive basis, so if 
you run a taxi company (as an example) we might be able to agree that yours would be 
the only such advertiser benefitting from being in our magazine.

Our advertising is competitively priced, see rates set out below.

We offer a 10% discount for advertisements by CAMRA members (membership  number 
required). We also offer a 10% discount for advertisers taking out an advert for 4 
consecutive editions (the advert can be amended for each edition, if you needed to 
include time related offers for example). If both discounts are applied, it is 20% off the 
advertising rate quoted below.

SIZE  INNER PAGES  FRONT COVER
Full (A5) page  £120.00  Not available
1 / 2 page  £90.00  £120 (landscape only)
1 / 3 page  £66.00  £90.00
1 / 4 page  £54.00  £72.00
1 / 6 page  £42.00  £56.00 Hail to the Ale 

This is the section where we update you 
on news related to pubs, clubs, off 
licences or breweries in our area. We rely 
heavily on you, our readers, to keep us 
updated so, as always, if you hear of 
anything you feel we or others should 
know about then please do drop us a line 
at pubs@solihull.camra.org.uk. 

In the centre of Solihull the Assembly 
Rooms (previously Yates's, and Lloyds 
No.1) has reopened as Doyle's

Great news: the Navigation, in Lapworth, 
has reopened! It's being run by the team 
behind the Tom o'The Wood.

The Mount in Henley-in-Arden has been 
taken over by the Bull's Head, Wootton 
Wawen.

In Solihull the building that was the 
Snooty fox, amongst others, is to be 
reopened as a hotel, restaurant and 
Muddy Fox pub.

Progress is being made on the new pub 
in Tidbury Green, the Mallard, and it is 
expected to open in the autumn.

Paul Wigley - Pubs Officer
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Pubs, Pints, People.

Join and save on beer.

camra.org.uk/join

Just a pint please, actually. 

Death
or Glory?

CAMRA membership expands your choice of beer, 
pubs and festivals. Find the best pints, and the places 
you want to drink them.

Get £30 of beer vouchers, discounts on real ale, 
free entry to 100+ beer festivals around 
the UK and more with membership.

FREE
ENTRY
to all 100+

CAMRA-run

beer
festivals

CAMRA Poster A4 Membership Join - Glory.indd   1 29/01/2026   13:06:21



18

Full page CAMRA 

       membership advert

Membership Matters

19

Solihull Drinker Issue No. 109 Solihull CAMRA 2026 ©
Printed by Thistle Print Ltd., Leeds

The 110th  edition of the Solihull Drinker will be published on Monday 7th September 2026. 
Please note that the deadline for copy, advertising and any other contribution for this 
issue is Tuesday 18th August. Thank you in advance to all contributors.    

Some of CAMRA’s aims are to see 
good quality real ale, cider/perry 
being served in well run thriving pubs 
and clubs across every community. It 
does this by encouraging responsible 
beer drinking and pub-going with beer 
festivals, good pub guides, awards, 
and by lobbying government for 
change to support the industry. If you 
want to know more, why not join us at 
one of our branch meeting, where you 
will be made very welcome. All of our 
meetings are held at a local pub 
serving decent real ale and possibly 
cider. The meetings generally only 
last about an hour where CAMRA 
business is discussed, but once the 
meeting has finished there is plenty of 
time for socialising over a pint with 
fellow CAMRA members.

If you don’t fancy joining us for a 
branch meeting, why not come along 
on one of our organised social trips 
using either public transport or 
minibus. These range from pub 
crawls, brewery visits, beer/curry 
nights and weekends away to visit 
places further away from our branch 
boundary. See our website www.
solihull.camra.org.uk or the dates in 
the diary section within this 
publication for details and contact 
information. CAMRA produces the 

Good Beer Guide (GBG) yearly which 
is the UK’s best selling beer guide. If 
you were a member of our branch you 
could be recommending a local pub 
for inclusion in the next edition of the 
guide, or maybe joining us on one of 
our organised social events where we 
mostly visit pubs, clubs that are either 
in the GBG or have been 
recommended by another CAMRA 
branch.

And now another benefit to CAMRA 
members is you will get FREE entry to 
all CAMRA run beer festivals on 
production of a valid membership 
card. A years’ membership starts 
from £34.00 (excellent value at 65p 
per week). One benefit of joining is 
£30 worth of real ale/cider vouchers 
valid at numerous pub company 
outlets listed on the CAMRA website. 
You also get a monthly newsletter 
“What’s Brewing” and an award 
winning quarterly magazine “Beer” 
which can be downloaded and read 
on your PC, Laptop or Tablet. Visit 
www.camra.org.uk for a full list of 
other benefits available, and what 
about a gift membership for Father’s 
Day on 21ST June 2026.

Dave Mckowen    
Membership Secretary



THE THREE TUNS
HENLEY IN ARDEN

CAMRA Good Beer Guide 2025
Serving 5 real ales, including Batham’s Best Bitter

Consistently good real ales
in

16th century, family run pub
Solihull CAMRA branch overall Pub of the Year 2025

Solihull CAMRA branch Warwickshire Pub of the Year
2022 - 2025

Opening times:
Mon – Thurs: 3.30 – 10.00pm, Fri – Sat: 12.00 – 11.00pm
Sun: 12.00 - 10.00pm

Come and visit Eliza
and her team at:
103 High Street
Henley in Arden
B95 5AT
01564 792723

The three tuns @thethreetunspub


